






















Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, DC 20528 

     August 10, 2017  

The Honorable Martha McSally  
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515 

Dear Representative McSally: 

Thank you for your March 21, 2017 letter.  Acting Secretary Duke asked that I respond 
on her behalf. 

On behalf of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP), we appreciate your recognition of the need for robust border security and 
infrastructure and its critical role with respect to national security and trade facilitation.  We 
appreciate the investments Congress recently put forward in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2017 Omnibus 
package, including a $772 million increase to CBP for border security and enforcement 
enhancements.   

The FY 2018 President’s Budget, delivered to Congress on May 23, 2017, requests your 
continued consideration of the significant additional work that remains to strengthen border 
security, enhance enforcement of immigration laws, and ensure public safety in communities 
across the United States. DHS and CBP remain committed to fulfilling these important 
responsibilities efficiently and effectively, to include the application of sound financial 
stewardship practices, thorough and inclusive planning, and collaborative solution development.  
To that end, we are pleased to provide you with the following responses to your questions.   

Thank you again for your letter and your interest in this important issue.  Representative 
Hurd, who co-signed your letter, will receive a separate, identical response.   

If we may offer further assistance, please contact my office at 

Sincerely, 

Benjamin L. Cassidy 
                                Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs 
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CONFIDENTIALITY: This email and any attachments are confidential and may contain personal information. Any 
unauthorized review, use or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the named recipient, please notify the sender 
immediately and do not disclose the contents to another person, use it for any purpose, or store or copy the 
information in any medium. Thank you. 
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